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Throughout much of human history, changes to forest ecosystems have come about through natural 
climatic changes occurring over long periods of time. But scientists now find changes in forest cover 
dramatically accelerated by such human activities as large-scale agriculture, the building of dams 
and roads, and the growth of cities with vast areas of asphalt. Changes that once took centuries now 
take only decades. Seeing the Forest and the Trees examines changes in land cover and land use in 
forested regions as major contributors to global environmental change. It investigates why some 
forested areas thrive even in the presence of high human densities and activity while others decline 
and disappear. 

The book brings together findings from an ongoing, large-scale, multidisciplinary research 
project undertaken by anthropologists, geographers, economists, sociologists, political scientists, 
environmental scientists, and biologists in more than twelve countries at over eighty locations. After 
addressing theory and methodology, including chapters on satellite remote sensing, geographic 
information systems, and modeling of land-cover change, the book presents case studies that 
compare data across sites and across temporal and spatial scales. It contributes to Human 
Dimensions in Global Change research and proposes new directions for this area of study. 
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“This book is a blockbuster for those interested in 
coupled human-environment systems. . . .” 

Oran R. Young, Bren School of Environmental Science and 
Management, University of California, Santa Barbara 
 
 
 “Over the past several years the CIPEC group at 
Indiana University has developed a uniquely 
powerful and integrated approach to the study of 
human-environment interactions. This book brings 
all of this together in a single, accessible volume, 
from work on the theory of institutional and 
individual behavior to the methods of remote 
sensing and GIS . . . .” 

Michael Goodchild, Professor of Geography, University of 
California, Santa Barbara 
 
 
 “. . . [Seeing the Forest and the Trees] advances our 
understanding of interactions among people, forests, 
and institutions . . . .” 

Eric Lambin, Department of Geography and Land-Use and 
Land-Cover Change Project, University of Louvain, Belgium 


